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Q1

Do I need to upgrade my egress windows when converting my Calgary
basement to a suite?

Yes — every bedroom in your basement suite must have a compliant egress window, and if your existing

windows don't meet Alberta Building Code minimums, they must be upgraded before the suite can be

approved.

This is one of the most common surprises homeowners encounter during secondary suite conversions in Calgary.

Many older homes have small, narrow basement windows that were never designed for egress — they're fine for

light and ventilation but fail the life-safety requirements that apply the moment you call a room a bedroom.

What Alberta Building Code Requires

Every basement bedroom must have an egress window meeting all of the following minimums:

Minimum unobstructed opening area: 3.77 square feet (0.35 square metres)

Minimum opening width: 15 inches (380 mm)

Maximum sill height from floor: 39 inches (1,000 mm)

Window well access: The well must be large enough to allow a person to fully open the window and climb out,

and must allow firefighter access from outside

All three dimensions matter independently — a window can have enough total area but still fail if it's too narrow or

the sill is too high. Inspectors check all of them.

Secondary Suites Add Another Layer

A standard basement development just needs egress in bedrooms. A legal secondary suite triggers additional

requirements on top of that. You'll need a development permit and a building permit, and the suite must meet full

fire separation standards — 1-hour fire-rated walls and ceiling between the suite and the rest of the house, fire-

rated doors with self-closers, and interconnected smoke and CO detectors throughout both units.

Calgary legalized secondary suites city-wide in 2018, which is genuinely good news — you won't face zoning

battles that homeowners in other cities deal with. But the building code requirements are firm, and Safety Codes

Officers will inspect the egress windows as part of the suite approval process. There's no workaround here: a room

without a compliant egress window cannot legally be called a bedroom, which means it cannot be part of a legal

suite.

What Egress Window Installation Involves in Calgary
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Cutting a new or enlarged opening in a poured concrete or block foundation wall is structural work. It requires

proper lintel installation above the opening to carry the load, and in Calgary's climate, the work needs to account for

frost depth and drainage in the window well. Improperly installed window wells fill with water during spring snowmelt

— Calgary's highest-risk period for basement moisture — and a flooded window well defeats the purpose of the

egress opening entirely.

Budget $2,500–$6,000 per window for a complete egress installation including cutting the foundation, framing, the

window unit itself, the window well, and proper drainage gravel at the base of the well. If your existing windows are

close to compliant but just slightly undersized, enlarging the opening is sometimes less expensive than a full new

installation — but get a contractor to assess the specific wall section before assuming that's the case.

Timing Matters

Exterior foundation work in Calgary runs roughly May through October before freeze-up. If you're planning a suite

conversion, get egress windows assessed and scheduled early in the season. Interior suite work — framing, fire

separation, electrical, plumbing — can proceed year-round, but you don't want to be waiting on window installation

to hold up your permit sign-off heading into November.

One More Thing: Radon

Calgary sits in a high-radon zone due to Alberta's geological conditions. Before finishing your suite, test for radon

— kits run $30–$50 at hardware stores. Radon mitigation is dramatically easier and cheaper to install before walls

are closed in. This is especially important in a suite where a tenant will be living full-time in the basement space.

If you're ready to move forward, Calgary Basement Remodeling can match you with experienced local contractors

who handle secondary suite conversions and egress window installations. Browse basement professionals through

the Calgary Construction Network directory at calgaryconstructionnetwork.com/directory?trade=basement-

renovations or get matched for a free estimate on your project.

Q2

What's the price difference between slider and casement egress windows in
Calgary?

In Calgary, slider egress windows typically cost $2,500–$4,000 installed, while casement egress windows

run $3,000–$6,000 installed — a difference of roughly $500–$2,000 depending on size, foundation wall thickness,

and the complexity of the cut.
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The price gap comes down to the window unit itself and the hardware involved. Casement windows use a crank

mechanism with multi-point locking hardware, which adds $200–$600 to the unit cost compared to a comparable

slider. For egress purposes, casements are actually more efficient at meeting the Alberta Building Code's minimum

unobstructed opening of 3.77 square feet (0.35 square metres) — because a casement opens 100% of its frame

area, you can meet egress requirements with a physically smaller window. A slider only opens 50% of its frame, so

you need a larger rough opening cut into your foundation wall to achieve the same unobstructed area. That larger

cut means more concrete work, more labour, and a bigger window well — which can close the price gap

considerably on slider installations.

Calgary-specific factors push costs in both directions. Foundation walls in Calgary homes are typically 8–10

inches of poured concrete, and cutting through them requires a diamond-blade core saw or wall saw — this is the

same labour cost regardless of window style. Where costs diverge is in the window well: a casement installation

can sometimes use a narrower well because the window itself can be smaller, while a slider installation often

requires a wider well to accommodate the larger frame. Window wells in Calgary also need to be sized with

chinook-driven freeze-thaw cycles in mind — undersized wells trap ice and water against the window frame,

accelerating seal failure and water infiltration.

From a performance standpoint, casements have a slight edge in Calgary's climate. The compression seal on a

casement window closes tighter against the frame than a sliding window's brush or pile weatherstripping, which

matters when temperatures drop to -30°C and chinook winds drive cold air through any gap. Sliders are

mechanically simpler with fewer parts to fail, but the sliding track can accumulate debris and ice in window wells

that aren't properly maintained and covered.

Practical guidance for your decision:

If your basement ceiling height is tight — say, 7 feet or just above — a casement's smaller physical footprint lets

you position the window higher on the wall while still keeping the sill within the 39-inch (1,000 mm) maximum height

from the floor required by Alberta Building Code. This is a real advantage in older Calgary homes in

neighbourhoods like Brentwood, Varsity, or Canyon Meadows where 7-foot ceilings are common.

If budget is the primary driver and you have adequate wall height, a slider is a perfectly code-compliant choice —

just confirm with your contractor that the rough opening will deliver the full 3.77 square feet of unobstructed

opening, not just the frame size.

Either way, the window well cover is worth the extra $150–$300. Calgary's spring snowmelt is the highest-risk

period for window well flooding, and a properly fitted polycarbonate cover keeps meltwater and debris out while still

allowing emergency egress.
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This is firmly a hire-a-professional job. Cutting a structural opening in a poured concrete foundation wall requires

a structural assessment, proper lintel installation, and a building permit from the City of Calgary. The window

installation itself must pass inspection by a Safety Codes Officer. Get at least three quotes and ask each contractor

to specify the unobstructed opening dimensions in writing so you can confirm code compliance before work begins.

Need help finding a basement contractor for egress window installation? Calgary Basement Remodeling can match

you with local professionals at no cost — browse the Calgary Construction Network directory at

calgaryconstructionnetwork.com/directory?trade=basement-renovations.

Q3

What's the cost to install an egress window under an existing Calgary deck?

Installing an egress window under an existing deck in Calgary typically costs $4,000-$8,000 per window,

with the deck adding $1,500-$3,000 in complexity compared to standard installations. The confined

workspace, potential deck support modifications, and challenging excavation access drive costs higher than typical

egress window projects.

Deck-Specific Installation Challenges

Working under a deck creates significant complications that experienced contractors factor into pricing. The limited

headroom restricts equipment access, making excavation largely manual work with hand tools rather than mini-

excavators. Contractors must carefully assess deck support posts and footings before cutting the foundation wall —

if posts are too close to the proposed window opening, temporary shoring or permanent relocation may be required,

adding $2,000-$5,000 to the project.

The deck structure also complicates window well installation and waterproofing. Standard window wells may not fit

under deck joists, requiring custom-fabricated wells or creative solutions to meet Alberta Building Code egress

requirements. The window well must still provide the minimum 3.77 square feet of unobstructed opening with 15-

inch minimum width, even with deck framing overhead. Some installations require cutting deck boards or modifying

joists to achieve proper clearance.

Calgary Climate and Drainage Considerations

Under-deck locations create unique moisture challenges in Calgary's climate. Snow accumulation under decks

melts more slowly in spring, and deck drainage often concentrates water near the foundation. The window well

must be designed with robust drainage to handle both deck runoff and Calgary's intense spring snowmelt periods.

This typically requires connecting the window well drain to the home's weeping tile system or installing a dedicated
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drainage line — work that's more complex in the confined space under a deck.

Chinook winds can drive snow under decks, and the sheltered location means slower drying after precipitation.

Proper window well covers become essential to prevent water infiltration, and the cover must be designed to work

with the deck structure above.

Structural and Code Compliance

Every basement bedroom requires an egress window meeting Alberta Building Code minimums, regardless of deck

complications. The window opening must be cut precisely in the foundation wall, which requires careful planning

around deck supports. If the deck was built without considering future egress windows, structural modifications may

be necessary.

The window well must allow emergency escape and firefighter access, which can be challenging under low decks.

Some installations require raising deck height or creating access hatches in the deck surface to meet code

requirements. Safety Codes Officers will inspect both the window installation and its accessibility during the permit

process.

Seasonal Timing and Access

Calgary's short building season affects under-deck installations more than typical egress windows. The confined

workspace makes winter work particularly challenging, and frozen ground complicates the already difficult

excavation. Most contractors prefer scheduling these installations between May and September when weather

conditions allow efficient work in the restricted space.

Material delivery and debris removal are more complex under decks. Concrete cutting creates significant dust and

debris that must be carefully managed in the enclosed space, and new materials must be maneuvered through

limited access points.

Cost Breakdown and Planning

The total project typically includes foundation wall cutting ($1,500-$2,500), custom window well fabrication and

installation ($800-$1,800), drainage connection ($500-$1,200), window supply and installation ($800-$1,500), and

deck modifications if required ($1,000-$3,000). Add $1,000-$2,000 for permits and inspections.

When to Hire a Professional

This is definitely professional work requiring structural assessment, precise concrete cutting, waterproofing

expertise, and code compliance knowledge. The confined workspace and potential deck modifications make it

unsuitable for DIY attempts. Choose contractors experienced specifically with under-deck egress installations —

the unique challenges require specialized problem-solving skills.
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Need help finding a basement contractor experienced with complex egress window installations? Calgary

Basement Remodeling can match you with professionals who regularly handle under-deck projects and understand

Calgary's specific climate and code requirements.
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Q4

How do I keep snow and leaves out of my Calgary basement egress window
well?

Proper window well covers and drainage systems are essential for protecting Calgary basement egress

windows from snow accumulation and debris buildup, especially during chinook-driven freeze-thaw cycles

and spring snowmelt.

Calgary's extreme weather conditions make egress window well protection particularly critical. During winter, snow

can accumulate 3-4 feet deep in unprotected window wells, and chinook winds can create ice dams that block

drainage. Spring snowmelt then overwhelms clogged drains, sending water directly against your basement window.

Leaves and debris compound the problem by blocking drainage systems exactly when you need them most.

Window well covers are your first line of defense and come in several Calgary-appropriate options. Clear

polycarbonate covers allow natural light while shedding snow and keeping debris out. These typically cost $150-

$400 per window well depending on size. Metal grate covers provide security and ventilation while blocking large

debris, running $200-$500 installed. For egress windows, covers must be easily removable from inside the

basement to meet Alberta Building Code emergency exit requirements - avoid permanently attached covers that

could trap occupants during a fire.

Proper drainage is equally important in Calgary's clay soils. Window wells need 6-12 inches of clear gravel at the

bottom connected to your home's weeping tile system or a dedicated drain line. Many Calgary homes have window

wells that drain poorly due to bentonite clay infiltration or clogged connections. The drain should be covered with a

metal grate to prevent debris accumulation while allowing water flow. During spring inspections, clear any

accumulated leaves, seeds, or sediment from the drain grate.

Grading around the window well prevents surface water from flowing in during Calgary's intense spring melts.

The ground should slope away from the well at minimum 2% grade for at least 6 feet. Many Calgary homeowners

discover their lot grading has settled over time, creating low spots that direct snowmelt toward basement windows.

Professional re-grading costs $1,500-$4,000 but prevents thousands in water damage.

Seasonal maintenance is crucial in Calgary's climate. Before winter, clean all debris from window wells and test

drainage by running water down the drain. After major chinook events, check for ice buildup that could block

drainage. In spring, clear accumulated debris immediately as snowmelt begins - typically March through May in

Calgary.

Professional installation ensures proper integration with your home's drainage system and compliance with

egress requirements. Window well installation including excavation, proper drainage connection, and gravel backfill
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typically costs $1,500-$3,500 per window in Calgary. This investment protects both your basement from water

damage and maintains the legal egress required for basement bedrooms.

The combination of covers, proper drainage, correct grading, and seasonal maintenance keeps Calgary egress

windows functional year-round while protecting your basement investment from our challenging climate conditions.

Q5

How do egress windows affect home security in a Calgary basement?

Egress windows are required by Alberta Building Code for any basement bedroom, but they do create

potential security vulnerabilities that Calgary homeowners need to address through proper window well

design, security hardware, and landscaping strategies.

Egress windows present a unique security challenge because they must remain easily operable from the inside for

emergency escape while preventing unauthorized entry from outside. In Calgary's climate, this balance becomes

more complex due to deep window wells required for our significant frost depth and the seasonal accessibility

changes from snow accumulation.

Window Well Security Considerations

The window wells required for egress windows in Calgary extend 1.2-1.5 metres below grade due to our deep frost

line, creating semi-concealed spaces that can provide cover for potential intruders. Unlike ground-level windows

that are visible from the street, basement egress windows are partially hidden, making them attractive targets.

However, this same concealment works in your favor — a properly secured egress window is actually more difficult

to breach than many ground-level windows because the well confines the intruder's movement and tools.

Window well covers are essential in Calgary for keeping out snow, leaves, and moisture, but they also serve as the

first line of security defense. Heavy-duty steel or reinforced polycarbonate covers with locking mechanisms prevent

easy access to the window itself. During Calgary's long winter season (November through March), snow-filled

window wells actually provide natural security by making the windows completely inaccessible from outside, though

this same snow must be managed to ensure emergency egress remains possible from inside.

Security Hardware and Window Selection

Modern egress windows designed for basement installation include security features that weren't available in older

window designs. Multi-point locking systems engage at multiple points around the window frame, making forced

entry significantly more difficult than single-point locks. Laminated or tempered glass options resist breaking, and
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some homeowners choose security film that holds glass fragments together even when shattered.

The window opening mechanism affects security — casement windows that crank open are generally more secure

than sliding windows because the locking mechanism is more robust and the window can't be lifted out of its track.

However, casement windows must open inward in basement applications (due to window well space constraints),

which means the hinges are on the interior side where they can't be tampered with from outside.

Alarm Integration and Monitoring

Basement egress windows should be integrated into your home security system with magnetic contacts that trigger

when the window opens. Modern wireless security systems make this integration straightforward and cost-effective.

Motion sensors in the basement can provide additional coverage, though they need to be positioned to avoid false

alarms from normal basement use.

Some Calgary homeowners install security cameras focused on window wells, though this requires weatherproof

equipment rated for our extreme temperature swings from -40°C to +35°C. Battery-powered wireless cameras work

well because running power to window wells can be challenging.

Landscaping and Deterrent Strategies

Strategic landscaping around window wells can deter unauthorized access while maintaining the attractive

appearance of your yard. Thorny shrubs like roses or barberry planted near (but not blocking) window wells create

natural barriers. However, avoid planting directly against the foundation where roots can damage waterproofing or

where vegetation can trap moisture.

Lighting is crucial — motion-activated LED lights in or near window wells eliminate the concealment advantage and

alert homeowners to activity. Solar-powered options work well in Calgary's sunny climate and avoid electrical

installation costs.

Seasonal Security Considerations

Calgary's extreme seasonal changes affect egress window security throughout the year. During winter, regularly

clear snow from window wells to maintain emergency egress capability — a snow-blocked egress window violates

building code and creates a life-safety hazard. However, don't completely clear wells if you're away for extended

periods, as some snow accumulation can actually deter break-in attempts.

Spring snowmelt season (March-April) requires particular attention because rapidly melting snow can flood window

wells, potentially damaging windows and creating security vulnerabilities if drainage systems fail. Ensure window

well drains are clear and functional before spring melt begins.

Balancing Security with Safety Requirements
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Remember that egress windows are primarily life-safety features — they must remain easily operable from inside

without keys, tools, or special knowledge. Any security measures you install cannot impede emergency escape.

This means security bars or grates that require keys from the inside are prohibited by building code. Quick-release

security devices that can be operated from inside without tools are acceptable, but they must be clearly marked and

family members must be trained in their operation.

When to Hire a Professional

Window well construction, proper drainage, and security hardware installation should be done by experienced

contractors familiar with Calgary's frost conditions and Alberta Building Code requirements. Improper window well

construction can lead to water infiltration, frost heave damage, or code violations that affect home insurance and

resale value.

Need help finding a basement contractor experienced with egress window installation and security considerations?

Calgary Basement Remodeling can match you with local professionals who understand both the safety

requirements and security implications of basement egress windows in Calgary's unique climate.

Q6

How do egress windows affect natural light in a finished Calgary basement?

Egress windows dramatically improve natural light in finished Calgary basements while serving the critical

safety function of emergency escape routes. Beyond the Alberta Building Code requirement for basement

bedrooms, these larger windows transform dark underground spaces into bright, livable areas that feel less like a

basement and more like main-floor living space.

Natural Light Benefits

Egress windows are significantly larger than standard basement windows, with minimum unobstructed openings of

3.77 square feet and minimum widths of 15 inches. Most egress windows installed in Calgary basements are 36-44

inches wide by 24-32 inches tall, compared to typical basement windows of 24x12 or 32x14 inches. This size

increase alone doubles or triples the light entering the space.

The window well design plays a crucial role in light distribution. Properly designed window wells with light-colored

gravel, concrete, or stone walls reflect and amplify natural light into the basement. White or light gray window well

liners can increase light reflection by 40-60% compared to dark soil or untreated concrete. Some Calgary

homeowners install polished metal window well covers that open to create a light funnel effect, though these must

still allow emergency egress.
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Strategic Placement for Maximum Light

In Calgary's housing stock, south-facing egress windows provide the most consistent natural light year-round,

especially important during Calgary's long winters when daylight hours are limited. East-facing windows capture

bright morning light, while west-facing windows get afternoon sun. North-facing egress windows provide consistent

but dimmer light throughout the day.

For open-concept basement developments, positioning egress windows to create cross-lighting eliminates the

cave-like feeling common in finished basements. Two egress windows on opposite walls can light a 1,000-square-

foot basement development almost as effectively as main-floor windows, particularly when combined with light-

colored walls and flooring.

Calgary Climate Considerations

Calgary's high altitude and clear air mean basement egress windows receive more intense natural light than

similar windows in humid, hazy climates. Even north-facing egress windows provide substantial illumination.

However, chinook conditions can create dramatic lighting changes as cloud cover shifts rapidly, making artificial

lighting controls important for consistent illumination.

Snow accumulation around window wells can block light for weeks during Calgary winters. Proper window well

drainage and covers prevent snow buildup while maintaining emergency egress capability. Some homeowners

install window well heaters or covers to keep wells clear, though these must be removable for emergency escape.

Design Integration

Light-colored finishes maximize the benefit of egress window natural light. White or pale gray walls reflect light

deeper into the basement, while dark colors absorb it. LVP flooring in light oak or maple tones reflects more light

than dark walnut or tile. Mirrors strategically placed opposite egress windows can double the apparent light in the

space.

Window treatments for egress windows must maintain the emergency escape function while controlling light and

privacy. Cellular shades, cafe curtains, or window film on the lower portion allow privacy while keeping the upper

escape area clear.

Cost vs. Value

Egress windows cost $2,500-$6,000 each installed, but the natural light benefit significantly increases the

basement's livability and home value. A basement bedroom with an egress window can add $15,000-$25,000 to

home value compared to a windowless basement room that can't legally be called a bedroom.

When to Hire a Pro
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Egress window installation requires cutting through the foundation wall, proper structural support, waterproofing,

and window well construction. This is definitely professional work requiring permits and Safety Codes Officer

inspection. The structural integrity of your foundation and proper waterproofing around the new opening are critical

for long-term success.

Need help finding a basement contractor experienced with egress window installation? Calgary Basement

Remodeling can match you with professionals who understand both the safety requirements and design

opportunities these windows provide.

Calgary Basement Remodeling — calgarybasementremodeling.com — Generated October 4, 2026



Q7

Can I have a window well garden around my Calgary basement egress window?

Yes, you can create a window well garden around your Calgary basement egress window, but it must be

carefully designed to maintain the window's emergency escape function while managing Calgary's

challenging climate conditions. The egress window's life-safety requirements cannot be compromised, and

proper drainage is critical given Calgary's spring snowmelt and chinook-driven freeze-thaw cycles.

Egress Window Requirements Must Come First

Your window well garden must preserve the Alberta Building Code egress requirements: minimum 3.77 square feet

of unobstructed opening, maximum 39-inch sill height from the well floor, and clear escape path. The window well

must remain accessible for emergency escape and firefighter entry. This means any plantings, decorative

elements, or garden features cannot obstruct the window opening or create barriers to quick exit. The well floor

must remain level and stable, not soft garden soil that could impede escape.

Calgary Climate Challenges for Window Well Gardens

Calgary's extreme conditions create unique challenges for window well plantings. Chinook winds can raise

temperatures 20-30 degrees in hours, causing rapid snow melt that floods window wells before the ground thaws

enough to absorb runoff. Your garden design must handle this sudden water influx without compromising the

window well's drainage system. Frost depth exceeding 4 feet means any permanent plantings need deep root

systems that can survive Calgary's harsh winters, and decorative elements must withstand freeze-thaw cycles

without shifting or creating drainage blockages.

Spring snowmelt is the highest-risk period for Calgary basements. A poorly designed window well garden can trap

meltwater against the foundation or block drainage, leading to basement flooding. The garden must complement,

not compromise, the well's primary function of keeping water away from the egress window and foundation wall.

Proper Design Principles

Start with excellent drainage as the foundation of any window well garden. The existing weeping tile and drainage

system around the window well must remain fully functional. Use raised planters or containers rather than

planting directly in the well floor, which maintains the required clear escape area while allowing gardening. Choose

hardy, low-maintenance plants that can survive Calgary's zone 3b climate and don't require frequent watering

that could create moisture issues.

Recommended plants for Calgary window well gardens include native Alberta species like prairie sage, buffalo

grass, creeping phlox, and sedum varieties that handle drought, extreme cold, and rapid temperature changes.

Avoid plants requiring rich, moist soil or frequent irrigation. Decorative gravel, river rock, or permeable
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hardscaping can create visual interest while maintaining drainage and accessibility.

Seasonal Maintenance Considerations

Plan for winter protection of any garden elements. Remove or secure lightweight decorative items before

Calgary's winter winds. Ensure snow removal access to the egress window throughout winter months. Spring

maintenance should include clearing any debris that accumulated over winter and checking that drainage remains

unobstructed before snowmelt season.

Professional Installation Recommendations

While homeowners can install container gardens and decorative elements themselves, any modifications to the

window well structure, drainage, or grading should be done by professionals familiar with Calgary's basement

waterproofing requirements. If you're considering built-in planters or permanent landscaping features, consult with a

basement waterproofing contractor to ensure your garden design won't compromise the foundation's moisture

management system.

When to Hire a Pro

Hire a professional if you want to modify the window well structure, install built-in drainage for planters, or make any

changes to the existing waterproofing system. Also consult a professional if your window well has had water

infiltration issues in the past - adding a garden without first solving underlying drainage problems will make flooding

worse.

A well-designed window well garden can enhance your basement's natural light and curb appeal while maintaining

safety and waterproofing integrity, but Calgary's climate demands careful planning and proper execution.

Q8

Can I install an egress window on the side of my Calgary home that faces the
neighbour's fence?

Yes, you can install an egress window facing your neighbor's fence, but you must meet specific setback

requirements and ensure the window well provides adequate escape space.

The Alberta Building Code requires egress windows to have an unobstructed opening of at least 3.77 square feet

with a minimum width of 15 inches and maximum sill height of 39 inches from the basement floor. However, the

window well itself is where fence proximity becomes critical. The well must provide enough space for a person to

climb out and for emergency responders to access the window from outside.
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Window Well Requirements and Fence Setbacks

Your window well needs a minimum width of 36 inches and must project at least 24 inches from the foundation wall.

If your neighbor's fence is within 3-4 feet of your foundation, you'll likely have sufficient space for a compliant

window well. The well must also have permanent steps or a ladder if the sill height exceeds 24 inches from the well

floor. Calgary's building permit application will require a site plan showing the proposed window location relative to

property lines and existing structures.

The City of Calgary's Land Use Bylaw doesn't specifically restrict egress windows near property lines, but your

window well cannot encroach onto your neighbor's property. Most residential lots in Calgary have 5-foot side yard

setbacks, providing adequate space for window wells. However, some older inner-city neighborhoods (Kensington,

Hillhurst, Inglewood) have homes built closer to property lines where space may be tighter.

Calgary-Specific Considerations

Calgary's extreme freeze-thaw cycles from chinook winds make proper window well drainage absolutely critical. A

window well against a fence may have restricted drainage patterns, so ensure your contractor installs adequate

weeping tile connection and considers how snow accumulation and spring melt will drain away from the well.

Bentonite clay soils common in Calgary's NW and NE quadrants can create drainage challenges that are amplified

in confined spaces between your foundation and a neighbor's fence.

Practical Installation Tips

The excavation for your egress window will likely require a mini-excavator, which needs access to the work area.

Ensure your contractor can access the side yard with equipment - many Calgary homes have narrow side yards

that require hand-digging, increasing costs by $1,500-$3,000. The window well should be lined with concrete or

masonry blocks and include a drain connected to your foundation's weeping tile system. Expect costs of $2,500-

$6,000 per egress window including foundation cutting, window installation, well construction, and proper drainage.

When to Hire a Pro

Cutting an opening in your foundation wall requires structural assessment and precise execution. The contractor

must avoid hitting existing rebar, ensure proper lintel support above the opening, and waterproof all penetrations.

This work requires a building permit and inspection by a Safety Codes Officer. While the window well excavation

might seem straightforward, improper drainage design will cause water infiltration that can flood your finished

basement during Calgary's intense spring snowmelt periods.

Q9
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What structural engineer assessment is needed before cutting an egress
window in Calgary?

Before cutting any opening in a foundation wall for an egress window in Calgary, you need a structural

engineer to assess the foundation type, soil conditions, and design the proper reinforcement to maintain

structural integrity.

A structural engineer assessment is absolutely critical because cutting into a foundation wall removes concrete that

was designed to resist significant lateral soil pressure, particularly from Calgary's expansive bentonite clay soils.

The engineer must evaluate whether the existing foundation can handle the reduced wall area and design

appropriate reinforcement such as steel lintels, concrete beams, or additional structural support.

Foundation Type Assessment

The structural requirements vary dramatically based on your foundation type. Poured concrete foundations

(common in Calgary homes built after 1960) typically handle egress window openings better than concrete block

foundations found in older inner-city homes. The engineer will assess wall thickness, reinforcement steel

placement, and concrete strength. Many Calgary homes built in the 1950s-1970s have 8-inch thick foundation

walls, while newer homes may have 10-inch walls that provide more structural margin for openings.

Older homes in established Calgary neighbourhoods like Inglewood, Kensington, and Mount Royal may have stone

or early concrete block foundations that require more extensive reinforcement or may not be suitable for large

openings without significant structural work. The engineer will determine if the foundation can support the required

egress window opening (minimum 15 inches wide by varying height depending on the window) or if additional

structural modifications are needed.

Soil Conditions and Lateral Pressure

Calgary's bentonite clay soils create enormous lateral pressure against foundation walls, particularly during wet

periods when the clay expands up to 15% in volume. The structural engineer must consider these soil loads when

designing the opening reinforcement. Areas of Calgary with heavy clay content (particularly NW and NE quadrants)

may require more robust reinforcement than areas with better-draining soils.

The engineer will also assess how Calgary's deep frost penetration (over 4 feet) and chinook freeze-thaw cycles

affect the foundation. These temperature swings create additional stress on foundation walls, and any opening

must be designed to handle these repeated expansion and contraction forces without cracking or compromising the

structural integrity.

Engineering Design and Specifications
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The structural engineer will provide detailed drawings showing exactly where to cut, what size steel lintel or

concrete beam is required above the opening, and any additional reinforcement needed. This typically includes

specifying the steel lintel size (often a steel I-beam or angle iron), concrete infill requirements, and waterproofing

details around the new opening.

The engineer's drawings become part of your building permit application with the City of Calgary. Without these

engineered drawings, the City will not issue a permit for cutting foundation walls. The structural design must also

ensure the egress window meets Alberta Building Code requirements for minimum opening size (3.77 square feet

unobstructed opening) and maximum sill height (39 inches from floor).

Cost and Timeline Considerations

Structural engineering assessments for egress windows typically cost $800-$2,000 in Calgary, depending on the

complexity of the foundation and soil conditions. The engineer may require soil testing if geotechnical information

isn't available, adding $500-$1,500 to the cost. Factor 2-4 weeks for the engineering assessment and drawings.

The total cost for a professionally installed egress window including structural engineering, cutting, reinforcement,

window well, drainage, and window installation ranges from $2,500-$6,000 per window. Attempting to cut

foundation walls without proper engineering is extremely dangerous and will result in failed inspections, orders to

repair, and potential structural damage that costs far more to fix than doing it right initially.

When to Hire a Pro

Foundation cutting requires specialized concrete cutting equipment, structural knowledge, and waterproofing

expertise. This is never a DIY project. Find contractors experienced with egress window installations who work

regularly with structural engineers and understand Calgary's soil conditions and building code requirements.

Need help finding a basement contractor experienced with egress windows? Calgary Basement Remodeling can

match you with professionals who handle the complete process from engineering to final installation.
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Q10

How do I install a ladder or steps in a deep Calgary basement egress window
well?

Installing ladder or steps in a deep Calgary basement egress window well requires careful planning for

both safety compliance and Calgary's extreme weather conditions. The installation method depends on your

window well depth, soil conditions, and whether you're retrofitting an existing well or installing during new egress

window construction.

Understanding Calgary Egress Requirements

Calgary's Alberta Building Code requires egress windows to have a maximum sill height of 39 inches from the

basement floor, but the window well itself can extend much deeper depending on your home's grade and

foundation depth. Many Calgary homes, particularly those built into slopes or with walkout potential, have window

wells 4-6 feet deep or more. Any well deeper than 44 inches requires a permanent means of escape — either built-

in steps or an approved ladder system.

The key requirement is that occupants must be able to exit without tools or special knowledge. This means the

ladder or steps must be permanently installed, easily accessible in darkness, and able to support the weight of

multiple people during an emergency. Removable ladders that could fall over or be stored elsewhere don't meet

code requirements.

Built-In Step Systems

Concrete or masonry steps built into the window well during construction provide the most durable solution for

Calgary's climate. These steps are typically formed as part of the window well walls using concrete blocks, poured

concrete, or pressure-treated lumber with concrete footings. The steps should be at least 10 inches deep with 7-8

inch risers, and the entire step system needs proper drainage underneath to prevent frost heave.

For Calgary's freeze-thaw cycles, the step foundation must extend below the 4-foot frost line. Without proper

footings, frost heave will shift and crack the steps within a few seasons. The steps also need weeping tile

connection to your foundation drainage system, as trapped water behind steps will freeze and create enormous

pressure against your foundation wall.

Permanent Ladder Installation

Galvanized steel or aluminum ladders specifically designed for window wells offer a more affordable retrofit option.

These ladders mount directly to the foundation wall with masonry anchors or concrete bolts. The ladder must

extend from the window sill to within 6 inches of the well bottom, with rungs spaced no more than 12 inches apart.
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For Calgary installations, choose marine-grade aluminum or hot-dip galvanized steel to resist corrosion from road

salt, moisture, and temperature extremes. The mounting hardware must penetrate at least 3 inches into solid

concrete — not just the parging or exterior insulation. Use stainless steel bolts with expansion anchors rated for

outdoor exposure.

Drainage and Frost Protection

Calgary's spring snowmelt creates the highest risk period for window wells. Your ladder or step system cannot

impede drainage flow to the window well drain. Most Calgary window wells connect to weeping tile systems or have

dedicated drains to prevent water accumulation. Ensure your installation doesn't block these drainage paths.

For step installations, include 6 inches of clear gravel under and behind the steps, connected to your foundation

drainage. This prevents water from pooling and freezing behind the steps. The gravel should be wrapped in filter

fabric to prevent soil infiltration while allowing water flow.

Installation Process

For ladder installation, mark mounting points level and plumb, then drill holes with a hammer drill and masonry bit.

Use a minimum 1/2-inch diameter stainless steel bolt with expansion anchor, penetrating 3-4 inches into the

foundation wall. Apply polyurethane sealant around each mounting point to prevent water infiltration.

Step construction requires excavation below the frost line, forming footings with rebar reinforcement, and building

up with concrete blocks or poured concrete. This work typically requires a building permit modification to your

original egress window permit, as you're modifying the approved egress path.

Seasonal Maintenance

Calgary's extreme weather demands annual inspection of your egress system. Check ladder mounting bolts for

looseness after each winter's freeze-thaw cycles. Clear ice buildup promptly — frozen ladder rungs or icy steps

defeat the safety purpose. Consider installing a small roof or cover over the well to reduce snow and ice

accumulation while maintaining the required egress opening size.

When to Hire a Professional

While handy homeowners can install simple ladder systems, built-in steps require excavation, concrete work, and

often permit modifications. Professional installation ensures proper drainage integration, frost-protected footings,

and code compliance. For wells deeper than 6 feet or in areas with challenging soil conditions like Calgary's

expansive bentonite clay, professional installation is strongly recommended.

Need help finding a basement contractor experienced with egress window wells? Calgary Basement Remodeling

can match you with professionals familiar with Calgary's unique climate and soil conditions.
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---

Looking for experienced contractors? The Calgary Construction Network connects homeowners with qualified

professionals:

PLATINUM Pool & Spa Services Ltd

Greenstone landscaping solutions

Alpine Exteriors siding and roofing

Besademolition

Eshine Cleaning Services

View all contractors ?

Q11

What are Calgary's egress window requirements for finished basements?

Every basement bedroom in Calgary must have an egress window that meets Alberta Building Code

minimums, and this is a non-negotiable life-safety requirement that Safety Codes Officers will inspect

before signing off on your basement development permit. The requirements are straightforward but specific,

and failing to meet them means a room cannot legally be classified as a bedroom — which affects your home's

value, your insurance coverage, and most importantly, the safety of anyone sleeping in that space.

The Alberta Building Code requires each basement bedroom egress window to provide a minimum unobstructed

opening of 3.77 square feet (0.35 square metres), with a minimum width of 15 inches (380 mm) in any

direction. The window sill cannot be higher than 39 inches (1,000 mm) from the finished floor, ensuring that

occupants — including children — can reach and climb through the opening in an emergency. The window must

open fully without tools, keys, or special knowledge, and it must stay open on its own without being held. Casement

and slider-style windows are the most common types used to meet these requirements in Calgary basements.

Beyond the window itself, the window well is part of the egress system. If the window opens into a window

well (as most basement egress windows do), the well must be large enough to allow a person to escape and a

firefighter in full gear to enter. The minimum window well dimensions are typically 36 inches wide and project at

least 36 inches from the foundation wall. If the window well is deeper than 44 inches, a permanently attached

ladder or steps are required. In Calgary, window wells must also be designed to handle our unique drainage

challenges — spring snowmelt and chinook-driven rapid thaws can fill poorly drained window wells with water,

creating both a flooding risk and defeating the purpose of emergency egress.
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Installing an egress window in an existing Calgary basement involves cutting an opening in the foundation wall,

which is structural work requiring a building permit and typically a structural engineer's input to ensure the opening

doesn't compromise wall integrity. Calgary pricing for egress window installation runs $2,500 to $6,000 per

window including cutting the foundation, installing the window and frame, excavating and installing the window

well, and ensuring proper drainage. The cost varies based on foundation type (poured concrete versus block), soil

conditions (our bentonite clay makes excavation more challenging), and accessibility.

Don't overlook egress requirements during your planning phase. Some homeowners design their entire

basement layout only to discover that adding egress windows requires rearranging everything due to exterior

obstacles like decks, walkways, gas lines, or lot grading constraints. Work with your contractor to confirm egress

window locations before finalizing your floor plan. Browse basement renovation contractors through the Calgary

Construction Network directory to find professionals experienced with egress installations in your neighbourhood.

---

Looking for experienced contractors? The Calgary Construction Network connects homeowners with qualified

professionals:

WestAim Construction Ltd.

Mayken Hazmat Solutions LTD

Mike’s Restoration Service

BOND CONTRACTING & CONSTRUCTION INC

Wise Abatement

View all contractors ?

Q12

How many egress windows does my Calgary basement need?

You need one egress window for every bedroom in your finished Calgary basement — that's the core rule

from the Alberta Building Code. If you're building two bedrooms, you need two egress windows. Three

bedrooms, three egress windows. Common living areas like rec rooms, home theatres, and offices do not require

egress windows, though having additional egress is always a safety benefit and adds value to your home.

The distinction between a bedroom and a non-bedroom matters enormously in basement development planning.

Under the Alberta Building Code, any room intended for sleeping must have a conforming egress window with

a minimum unobstructed opening of 3.77 square feet, minimum 15-inch width, and a sill no higher than 39 inches
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from the floor. If you're building a secondary suite — which Calgary legalized city-wide in 2018 — the suite's

sleeping room or rooms each need their own egress window, plus the suite has additional requirements for fire

separation, separate smoke and CO detection, and a separate entrance.

Here's where planning gets practical for Calgary homes. Each egress window requires cutting a new opening

in your foundation wall (unless your home already has window openings that can be enlarged to meet egress

dimensions). This is structural work that costs $2,500 to $6,000 per window including foundation cutting, window

and frame installation, exterior excavation, window well installation, and drainage. So the number of bedrooms you

plan directly impacts both your budget and the feasibility of the project — you need viable exterior locations for

each window that don't conflict with decks, driveways, gas lines, utility connections, or neighbouring properties.

Many Calgary homeowners in the planning stage strategically reduce the number of bedrooms to control

costs and complexity. A common layout for a 1,000 square foot basement is one or two bedrooms with egress,

plus a rec room and bathroom — keeping egress window costs manageable while maximizing livable space.

Rooms without egress windows can still serve as offices, playrooms, craft rooms, or media rooms, they simply

cannot be marketed or used as bedrooms.

For homes in established Calgary neighbourhoods like Brentwood, Varsity, Lake Bonavista, and Canyon

Meadows, check your existing basement windows before finalizing your plan. Some 1970s and 1980s homes have

windows that are close to egress size and may only need enlargement rather than entirely new openings — a less

expensive proposition. Newer homes in communities like Cranston, Tuscany, and Panorama Hills often already

have egress-sized rough openings that were designed for future finishing. A qualified basement contractor can

assess your existing windows and foundation to determine what modifications are needed. Get matched with a

local basement professional for a free assessment through Calgary Basement Remodeling.

---

Looking for experienced contractors? The Calgary Construction Network connects homeowners with qualified

professionals:

Royland Stucco

Calgary Custom Concepts

Mr & Mrs Paintastic Inc

True North Overhead Doors

Turnbull masonry

View all contractors ?
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Q13

What size egress window is required in a Calgary basement bedroom?

The Alberta Building Code requires every basement bedroom egress window to have a minimum

unobstructed opening of 3.77 square feet (0.35 square metres), a minimum width of 15 inches (380 mm),

and a maximum sill height of 39 inches (1,000 mm) from the finished floor. These dimensions refer to the

actual clear opening when the window is fully open — not the frame size, not the glass size, but the space a person

can physically pass through in an emergency.

Understanding the difference between window frame size and actual egress opening is critical when shopping for

windows. A window advertised as 36 by 24 inches may not provide 3.77 square feet of unobstructed opening once

you account for the frame, hardware, and opening mechanism. Casement windows (hinged on one side, swinging

outward) are the most popular choice for Calgary basement egress because the entire sash opens, maximizing the

clear opening relative to the frame size. A casement window with a 30-by-20-inch clear opening provides 4.17

square feet — comfortably above the minimum. Sliding windows can also work but typically need to be larger

overall since only half the window opens at a time.

The 39-inch maximum sill height ensures that occupants, including children, can reach the window opening from

the floor. This measurement is from the finished floor — so if you're adding a subfloor system (which adds three-

quarters of an inch) plus LVP flooring (another quarter inch), your effective sill height drops by about an inch. Plan

accordingly, especially in older Calgary homes where existing window openings may already be positioned high on

the wall. In homes built in the 1960s through 1980s in neighbourhoods like Dalhousie, Woodbine, and Canyon

Meadows, original basement windows are often too small and too high to meet current egress requirements.

The window must open fully without tools, keys, or special knowledge, and it must remain open on its own

without being held. This rules out any window that requires a prop or that slowly closes under its own weight. Safety

Codes Officers will test this during inspection — if the window doesn't stay open, it fails.

Calgary's climate adds practical considerations beyond code minimums. Egress windows are larger openings

in your foundation wall, which means more potential for heat loss during our -30 degree winter nights and more

exposure to wind-driven rain and snowmelt. Invest in high-quality, double-paned, low-E windows rated for

Calgary's climate zone. The upfront cost difference between a budget window and a quality unit is typically $200 to

$400, but the energy savings and condensation prevention pay for themselves within a few years. Find experienced

basement contractors through the Calgary Construction Network to ensure your egress windows meet code and

perform well in our climate.

---
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Looking for experienced contractors? The Calgary Construction Network connects homeowners with qualified

professionals:

UR COWRY CABINETS

Jk Stucco

Bracha Concrete & Coatings Inc.

Mike’s Restoration Service

Upper Cut Landscaping LTD

View all contractors ?

Q14

Can I install an egress window in my Calgary basement myself?

While Alberta does allow homeowners to pull their own building permits for work on their own home,

installing an egress window is one of the most challenging basement projects you can take on — it

involves cutting through your foundation wall, which is structural work that most homeowners should not

attempt. A mistake here doesn't just mean a failed inspection; it can compromise your home's structural integrity,

cause foundation cracking, and create water infiltration problems that cost far more to fix than the original

installation.

Cutting an opening in a poured concrete or concrete block foundation wall requires specialized equipment —

typically a concrete wall saw with diamond blade or a hydraulic chain saw designed for foundation work. This is not

a job for a standard circular saw or reciprocating saw. The opening must be precisely sized and located, the

concrete must be cut cleanly without cracking the surrounding wall, and a structural lintel (steel angle or engineered

header) must be installed above the opening to transfer the load around it. In many cases, a structural engineer's

assessment is required to confirm the opening location won't compromise wall integrity, especially in homes where

the foundation carries significant soil loads from Calgary's expansive bentonite clay.

The exterior work is equally demanding. You'll need to excavate down to the footing beside the foundation wall

to install the window well. In Calgary, this means digging through soil that may contain bentonite clay — which is

extremely heavy when wet, swells dramatically, and can exert dangerous lateral pressure on an unsupported

excavation. Proper shoring is required for safety, and drainage must be carefully engineered. The window well

needs a gravel drainage bed connected to your weeping tile system or a dedicated drain to prevent water

accumulation during spring snowmelt and chinook-driven thaw events. A flooded window well defeats the entire
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purpose of emergency egress and can flood your basement.

The parts of the project a capable homeowner could reasonably handle include interior finishing work after the

window is installed — framing around the window opening, installing drywall, trim, and painting. These finishing

tasks are straightforward and save $500 to $1,000 in labour costs.

Professional egress window installation in Calgary runs $2,500 to $6,000 per window, which includes foundation

cutting, structural support installation, window and frame, exterior excavation, window well, drainage, and backfill.

Given that a DIY attempt gone wrong could result in foundation damage costing $10,000 to $20,000 or more to

repair, plus the safety risks of working with heavy equipment and deep excavation, this is a project where

professional installation is strongly recommended. Your work must pass inspection by a Safety Codes Officer

regardless of who does it. Get matched with experienced basement contractors through Calgary Basement

Remodeling for free estimates on your egress window project.

---

Looking for experienced contractors? The Calgary Construction Network connects homeowners with qualified

professionals:

Quality count construction Ltd.

Besademolition

Mr & Mrs Paintastic Inc

Allure Residential & Commercial inc

Onsite Contracting and Electrical Services

View all contractors ?

Q15

What's the difference between an egress window and a regular basement
window in Calgary?

The fundamental difference is that an egress window is large enough for a person to escape through in an

emergency and for a firefighter to enter, while a regular basement window is simply a small opening for

light and ventilation that doesn't meet life-safety escape requirements. Most existing basement windows in

Calgary homes — particularly those built before the 2000s — are standard hopper or slider windows measuring

roughly 32 by 16 inches, far too small to meet Alberta Building Code egress minimums.
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An egress window must provide a minimum unobstructed opening of 3.77 square feet (0.35 square metres)

with at least 15 inches of clear width in any direction and a sill height no higher than 39 inches from the

finished floor. It must open fully without tools or special knowledge and stay open on its own. A typical regular

basement window in a Calgary home built in the 1970s or 1980s might have a clear opening of only 1.5 to 2.5

square feet — roughly half what code requires for egress. The window also typically sits higher on the wall, often at

48 to 54 inches from the floor, well above the 39-inch maximum sill height for egress.

The physical installation is dramatically different as well. A regular basement window sits in an opening that

was cast into the foundation wall when the house was built. Converting to egress or adding a new egress window

requires cutting and enlarging that opening in the foundation wall — structural work that involves concrete

cutting equipment, installation of a load-bearing lintel above the opening, and often a structural engineer's design.

The exterior requires excavation, a larger and deeper window well with proper drainage, and careful backfill. This is

why egress window installation in Calgary runs $2,500 to $6,000 per window, while simply replacing a regular

basement window in its existing opening costs only $300 to $800.

From a practical standpoint, egress windows transform a Calgary basement. Beyond meeting code for

bedrooms, the larger windows bring in dramatically more natural light — turning a dim, cave-like basement into a

bright, inviting living space. This is particularly valuable during Calgary's long winter months when daylight hours

are limited. The increased light and the ability to open a larger window for ventilation also help manage moisture

and improve air quality in the finished space.

One important consideration for Calgary homeowners: not every basement wall location is suitable for egress

window enlargement. You need sufficient clearance on the exterior for the window well, adequate distance from

property lines, and no conflicts with utilities, decks, or walkways. Homes on sloped lots may have one wall with full-

height exposure that's ideal for egress, while other walls are too far below grade to make enlargement practical. A

qualified contractor can assess your specific situation and identify the best locations. Find local basement

professionals through the Calgary Construction Network to evaluate your options.

---

Looking for experienced contractors? The Calgary Construction Network connects homeowners with qualified

professionals:

The Original Workshop

Allure Residential & Commercial inc

Mr & Mrs Paintastic Inc

UR COWRY CABINETS

Canadian Closet

Calgary Basement Remodeling — calgarybasementremodeling.com — Generated October 4, 2026



View all contractors ?
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Q16

Do I need a window well with my Calgary basement egress window?

Yes, in nearly all Calgary basement egress installations you will need a window well, because the window

opening sits below the exterior grade level and the well is what creates the space for escape, firefighter

access, and drainage. The only exception is a walkout basement where the window wall is fully above grade —

and even then, proper grading away from the window is essential. For the vast majority of Calgary homes, the

egress window sits 3 to 5 feet below the exterior soil line, making a properly installed window well an integral part of

the egress system.

The Alberta Building Code requires the window well to be large enough that a person can escape through the

window and move away from the building, and that a firefighter in full gear can access the window from outside.

Practically, this means the well should be at least 36 inches wide (wider than the window opening) and project at

least 36 inches out from the foundation wall. If the window well depth exceeds 44 inches from the top of the

well to the bottom, a permanently attached ladder or steps must be installed to allow someone to climb out. Most

Calgary egress installations end up with wells that are 48 to 60 inches deep, so a ladder or built-in steps are almost

always required.

Window well construction in Calgary requires careful attention to drainage — this is where our climate

makes all the difference. During spring snowmelt, particularly when chinook winds trigger rapid thaws in March

and April, massive volumes of water flow across still-frozen ground directly toward foundation walls and into window

wells. A window well without proper drainage becomes a swimming pool pressed against your basement window,

and if that window has even a minor seal failure, you've got a flooded basement. Every egress window well in

Calgary should have a minimum 12-inch gravel drainage bed at the bottom, connected to the home's weeping

tile system or a dedicated drain line to the sump pit. Some contractors install a dedicated 4-inch drain pipe from the

well base directly to the interior perimeter drainage or sump.

Window well materials fall into three main categories. Corrugated galvanized steel wells are the most common

and most affordable at $100 to $300 for the well itself. They're functional but utilitarian. Modular plastic window

wells (brands like Rockwell and Monarch) cost $300 to $800 and offer a cleaner look with built-in steps and better

drainage integration. Custom-built concrete or masonry window wells provide the most durable and attractive

solution but cost $800 to $2,000 before any finishing. Including excavation, drainage, backfill, and the well itself,

expect to pay $800 to $2,000 as part of your total egress window installation.

Don't forget a window well cover — Calgary's climate makes this essential rather than optional. Covers keep

snow, rain, leaves, and debris out of the well while still allowing emergency egress. Browse basement contractors

through the Calgary Construction Network to get your egress installation done right.
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Looking for experienced contractors? The Calgary Construction Network connects homeowners with qualified

professionals:

Dealtwith.

Canadian Closet

Wise Abatement

Besademolition

UR COWRY CABINETS

View all contractors ?

Q17

What are the window well cover options for Calgary egress windows?

Window well covers for Calgary egress windows must balance two competing requirements — keeping

water, snow, and debris out of the well while still allowing the cover to be quickly removed or opened from

inside for emergency escape. Any cover that cannot be opened from the interior without tools violates the

purpose of an egress window and could trap occupants during a fire. This is a critical detail that Safety Codes

Officers will check during your basement development inspection.

Polycarbonate dome covers are the most popular option for Calgary egress windows, typically costing $150 to

$400 depending on size and quality. These clear or tinted plastic covers sit over the window well on a metal frame

and shed rain and snow effectively. They allow natural light to enter the basement — a significant benefit in

Calgary's short winter days. Quality dome covers are hinged or can be pushed up and off from inside the well,

satisfying egress requirements. Look for covers rated for Calgary's snow loads, as a heavy wet spring snowfall can

dump significant weight on a flat or low-profile cover. Budget covers from hardware stores sometimes crack in

Calgary's extreme temperature swings — a chinook taking temperatures from -25 to +10 in a day stresses cheap

plastic severely.

Flat polycarbonate or aluminum grate covers offer a lower-profile alternative at $80 to $250. Metal grate covers

are the most durable option and handle snow loads and foot traffic well, but they don't keep rain or fine debris out of

the well. Flat polycarbonate panels are a middle ground — they keep precipitation out and let light in, but must be

secured loosely enough to be lifted from inside. Some homeowners in Calgary prefer grate-style covers because

they don't accumulate snow the way dome covers can, and they're virtually indestructible in our climate.

Calgary Basement Remodeling — calgarybasementremodeling.com — Generated October 4, 2026



Custom-fitted covers from local fabricators run $300 to $800 and offer the best combination of weather protection,

aesthetics, and egress compliance. These are typically built to the exact dimensions of your window well with

proper hinges, locking mechanisms that release from inside, and materials rated for Calgary conditions. For homes

in neighbourhoods where curb appeal matters — Mount Royal, Elbow Park, Britannia — custom covers integrate

much better with landscaping and exterior finishes.

Regardless of cover type, drainage beneath the cover remains essential. A cover keeps the bulk of precipitation

out, but condensation, seepage, and the occasional snow drift will still introduce moisture into the well. Your window

well still needs a proper gravel drainage bed connected to the weeping tile system. During Calgary's spring

snowmelt season, check your window wells weekly to ensure drainage is functioning and no ice has formed that

could block water flow or prevent the cover from opening.

One practical tip: after a heavy snowfall, clear snow from around your window well covers promptly. Packed

snow can freeze the cover shut, defeating the egress purpose, and the weight of accumulated snow can damage

lighter covers. Need help with a complete egress window installation including properly fitted covers? Get matched

with a basement contractor for free through Calgary Basement Remodeling.

---

Looking for experienced contractors? The Calgary Construction Network connects homeowners with qualified

professionals:

The Original Workshop

Onsite Contracting and Electrical Services

Alpine Exteriors siding and roofing

Radon Lab

Eshine Cleaning Services

View all contractors ?

Q18

How does cutting an egress window affect my Calgary home's foundation?

Cutting an egress window into a Calgary foundation is a significant structural modification, but when done

correctly by experienced professionals, it does not compromise your foundation's integrity. The process

involves sawing a precise opening through poured concrete or concrete block, installing a structural steel lintel

above the opening to redistribute the load, and then fitting the window frame and exterior well. A structural engineer
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should assess the cut location beforehand, particularly in older Calgary homes where foundation walls may already

have stress cracks from decades of chinook-driven freeze-thaw cycles.

The key concern is lateral soil pressure, especially in Calgary neighbourhoods with bentonite clay soils common

in the NW and NE quadrants. Bentonite clay expands dramatically when wet — up to 10-15% by volume — and

exerts significant force against foundation walls. Removing a section of wall reduces its ability to resist that lateral

pressure, which is why the steel lintel and proper engineering are non-negotiable. Your contractor will typically cut

the opening with a concrete wall saw, install a galvanized steel angle lintel (usually 4-inch or 6-inch depending on

span), and ensure the remaining wall sections can handle the redistributed loads.

Calgary's frost depth exceeding 1.2 metres also matters here. The window well excavation exposes foundation

wall that was previously protected by earth, changing how frost interacts with that section. Proper window well

drainage — a gravel base connecting to your weeping tile system — prevents water from pooling and freezing

against the newly exposed concrete. Without this drainage, ice pressure during Calgary's rapid freeze-thaw chinook

events can crack the surrounding foundation within just a few winters.

For homes built before the 1980s in neighbourhoods like Brentwood, Varsity, or Canyon Meadows, the foundation

walls are typically 8 inches of poured concrete. Cutting an egress opening in these walls is routine for experienced

contractors and costs between $2,500 and $6,000 per window including the well, lintel, and installation. Homes

with concrete block foundations require extra care, as the blocks can crack unpredictably during cutting. In either

case, this is absolutely not a DIY project — it requires specialized concrete cutting equipment, structural

knowledge, and a building permit with inspection by a Safety Codes Officer. If you're planning a basement

development that includes bedrooms, budget for egress windows early in the project. Browse basement renovation

contractors through the Calgary Construction Network directory to find professionals experienced with foundation

cuts.

---

Looking for experienced contractors? The Calgary Construction Network connects homeowners with qualified

professionals:

Alpine Exteriors siding and roofing

Radon Lab

Wise Abatement

Mayken Hazmat Solutions LTD

Allure Residential & Commercial inc

View all contractors ?
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Q19

Do all Calgary basement bedrooms need egress windows?

Yes, every basement bedroom in Calgary must have an egress window — this is a life-safety requirement

under the Alberta Building Code and there are no exceptions. Whether you're finishing a single spare bedroom

or developing a full secondary suite, each room designated as a bedroom must provide occupants with a direct

escape route to the exterior in case of fire, and it must allow firefighters access from outside.

The Alberta Building Code specifies precise minimums for egress windows: the unobstructed opening must be at

least 3.77 square feet (0.35 square metres), with a minimum width of 15 inches (380 mm) and a maximum sill

height of 39 inches (1,000 mm) from the finished floor. These dimensions ensure that an adult can physically climb

through the opening in an emergency. The window well outside must be large enough to allow a person to stand

and escape, and if the well depth exceeds 39 inches, a permanent ladder or steps are required.

Many Calgary homeowners try to skirt this requirement by calling a basement room an "office" or "rec room"

instead of a bedroom. The City of Calgary's Safety Codes Officers are well aware of this tactic — if a room has a

closet, a door, and is clearly sized and configured as a sleeping space, it will be assessed as a bedroom regardless

of what you call it on your plans. Unpermitted bedrooms without egress windows create serious problems: your

home insurance may not cover a fire loss, you cannot legally list the room as a bedroom when selling, and most

importantly, someone sleeping in that room has no safe way out during a fire.

For older Calgary homes in established neighbourhoods like Inglewood, Kensington, or Hillhurst where basements

often have lower ceilings and small windows, meeting egress requirements may require cutting new openings in

the foundation — a process that typically costs $2,500 to $6,000 per window including the foundation cut,

window, well, and cover. In newer suburbs like Cranston, Panorama Hills, or Auburn Bay, many homes were built

with egress-sized rough openings already in place, making the installation significantly simpler and less expensive.

A building permit is required for egress window installation, and the work must pass inspection by a Safety Codes

Officer. This is one area where cutting corners puts lives at risk. If you're planning a basement bedroom project, get

matched with a basement contractor through Calgary Basement Remodeling for a free estimate.

---

Looking for experienced contractors? The Calgary Construction Network connects homeowners with qualified

professionals:

Royland Stucco

Keystone Exteriors

Alpine Exteriors siding and roofing

Calgary Basement Remodeling — calgarybasementremodeling.com — Generated October 4, 2026



The Original Workshop

Durable Decks

View all contractors ?

Q20

What happens if my Calgary basement doesn't have proper egress windows?

If your Calgary basement has bedrooms without proper egress windows, you're facing a life-safety

violation under the Alberta Building Code that carries real consequences for your family's safety, your

insurance coverage, and your home's resale value. This is one of the most common code violations found in

Calgary basements, particularly in homes where owners finished the basement without permits during the oil boom

years.

The safety risk is the most critical issue. A basement bedroom without an egress window means the occupant

has only one escape route — typically up the stairs and through the main floor. In a fire, smoke and heat rise,

making that stairwell impassable within minutes. Firefighters also cannot access basement rooms from the exterior

without egress windows, reducing their ability to perform rescues. Every year across Alberta, basement fires result

in injuries and fatalities that proper egress could have prevented.

From a legal and financial standpoint, the consequences are significant. If you sell your Calgary home and the

basement bedrooms lack egress windows, the buyer's home inspector will flag it, and you'll likely face demands to

either install compliant windows or reduce the sale price by $2,500 to $6,000 per window. You also cannot

advertise the home with those rooms counted as bedrooms — a "4-bedroom" home becomes a "2-bedroom with

finished basement" on the MLS listing, substantially reducing its market value. Real estate lawyers in Calgary see

this issue derail transactions regularly.

Insurance is another serious concern. If a fire or injury occurs in an unpermitted, non-compliant basement suite,

your insurer may deny the claim entirely. This applies whether the space is used by your own family or rented to

tenants. Calgary's rental market is strong, and many homeowners rent basement rooms — doing so without egress

windows exposes you to enormous liability.

The City of Calgary can also issue compliance orders if non-compliant basement development is discovered,

particularly during a sale, a tenant complaint, or if emergency services respond to your address. A compliance

order typically requires you to bring the space up to code or remove the non-compliant finishing — both expensive

propositions. The cost to install proper egress windows ranges from $2,500 to $6,000 per window in Calgary, and
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this should be treated as a non-negotiable investment rather than an optional upgrade. Find experienced basement

professionals through the Calgary Construction Network who can assess your situation and bring your basement up

to code.

---

Looking for experienced contractors? The Calgary Construction Network connects homeowners with qualified

professionals:

Mike’s Restoration Service

Eshine Cleaning Services

Durable Decks

New Earth Waste Services Ltd

WestAim Construction Ltd.

View all contractors ?

Q21

What types of egress windows work best for Calgary basements?

Casement windows and sliding windows are the two most practical egress window types for Calgary

basements, with casement windows being the preferred choice because their full-swing opening

maximizes the unobstructed escape area. The right choice depends on your foundation wall thickness, window

well size, and budget, but Calgary's extreme climate adds specific considerations that make some options clearly

better than others.

Casement egress windows swing outward on a hinge (into the window well) and provide the largest possible

opening relative to their frame size. A standard 30-inch by 48-inch casement window easily exceeds the Alberta

Building Code minimum of 3.77 square feet of unobstructed opening. Because the entire sash opens, casement

windows offer the easiest exit path in an emergency. They also seal tightly when closed, which is critical in Calgary

where winter temperatures drop to -30 degrees Celsius and chinook winds can create enormous pressure

differentials against your foundation. High-quality casement egress windows with double or triple glazing typically

cost $400 to $900 per unit before installation.

Sliding egress windows are the second most common choice and woork well where window well depth is limited,

since they don't swing outward. However, only half the window opens at a time, meaning the unit must be

significantly larger to meet egress requirements. A sliding window needs to be roughly twice as wide as a casement
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to achieve the same opening area. These are a practical solution in older Calgary neighbourhoods like Lake

Bonavista or Dalhousie where existing window wells may be narrower.

Awning and hopper windows are generally not suitable for egress because their opening configurations don't

meet the minimum unobstructed area requirements at standard basement sizes. Double-hung windows can

technically meet egress requirements, but they're uncommon in Calgary basement applications.

For Calgary's climate, energy efficiency is paramount. Look for windows rated for Climate Zone 7A (Calgary's

designation) with a minimum U-factor of 1.6 W/m²K or better. Triple-pane glass with argon fill and Low-E coatings

dramatically reduce heat loss through your egress windows — important when you consider that these openings

are large by basement standards and sit partially below grade where cold soil contacts the frame. Vinyl or

fibreglass frames outperform aluminium in Calgary's climate because they don't conduct cold as aggressively and

resist the expansion-contraction stress from chinook temperature swings.

Whichever type you choose, ensure the window well is properly sized, has adequate drainage connected to your

weeping tile system, and includes a clear polycarbonate cover to keep snow and debris out while still allowing

emergency exit. Browse basement contractors through the Calgary Construction Network directory to find

professionals experienced with egress window installation in your neighbourhood.

---

Looking for experienced contractors? The Calgary Construction Network connects homeowners with qualified

professionals:

UR COWRY CABINETS

Canadian Closet

Venkor Group Inc

Ardco Construction

Wise Abatement

View all contractors ?
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Q22

What are the energy efficiency options for Calgary basement egress windows?

Energy-efficient egress windows are essential in Calgary, where winter temperatures regularly hit -30

degrees Celsius and chinook winds create rapid pressure changes that drive cold air through any weak

point in your building envelope. Because egress windows are larger than standard basement windows, they

represent a significant potential source of heat loss — but modern glazing technology can minimize that impact

dramatically.

Triple-pane glass with argon or krypton gas fill is the gold standard for Calgary basement egress windows.

Triple-pane units provide roughly 50% better insulation than double-pane, and the gas fill between panes reduces

convective heat transfer. Look for windows with a U-factor of 1.4 W/m²K or lower — the lower the number, the

better the insulation. In Calgary's Climate Zone 7A, this level of performance keeps your basement comfortable

without forcing your furnace to work overtime. Triple-pane egress windows typically cost $600 to $1,200 per unit

compared to $400 to $700 for double-pane, but the energy savings over a 15-20 year window lifespan often justify

the premium.

Low-E (low-emissivity) coatings are applied to the glass surfaces and reflect radiant heat back into your

basement during winter. Most quality egress windows come with Low-E coatings standard, but verify which

surfaces are coated — for Calgary basements, you want coatings on surfaces 2 and 5 (counting from the exterior)

in a triple-pane unit, optimized for heating-dominant climates.

Frame material matters enormously in Calgary's climate. Vinyl frames are the most popular choice for basement

egress windows because they don't conduct cold, won't corrode, and handle Calgary's temperature swings without

warping. Fibreglass frames offer superior structural rigidity and even lower thermal conductivity but cost 20-30%

more. Aluminium frames should be avoided in Calgary basements — they conduct cold aggressively, creating

condensation and frost on the interior frame surface during winter, which leads to moisture damage and mould on

surrounding drywall.

Proper installation details contribute as much to energy efficiency as the window itself. Spray foam insulation

around the window frame (not fibreglass — it absorbs moisture) seals the gap between the window and the

concrete foundation cut. The window well cover — a clear polycarbonate dome or flat panel — creates a small

dead air space that adds insulation while keeping snow, rain, and debris out of the well. During Calgary's heavy

spring snowmelts, this cover also prevents the well from filling with meltwater.

One often-overlooked detail is the window well's thermal impact. The excavated well exposes foundation wall

that was previously insulated by earth. Applying rigid XPS foam insulation to the exposed foundation walls inside

the well (below the window) helps maintain the thermal envelope. This small addition costs just $50 to $150 per
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well in materials but meaningfully reduces heat loss. If you're planning egress window installation, get matched with

a basement contractor through Calgary Basement Remodeling for a free estimate on energy-efficient options.

---

Looking for experienced contractors? The Calgary Construction Network connects homeowners with qualified

professionals:

Makki Abatement

Besademolition

Premium Built Structures

WestAim Construction Ltd.

Mike’s Restoration Service

View all contractors ?

Q23

How do egress window requirements differ between Calgary and rural Alberta?

The egress window requirements themselves are identical whether you're in Calgary or rural Alberta — the

Alberta Building Code applies province-wide, so the same minimum dimensions, sill heights, and opening

areas are required everywhere. What differs significantly is the permitting process, inspection availability, and

practical installation considerations between urban Calgary and rural municipalities.

Under the Alberta Building Code, every basement bedroom requires an egress window with a minimum

unobstructed opening of 3.77 square feet (0.35 square metres), a minimum width of 15 inches (380 mm), and a

maximum sill height of 39 inches (1,000 mm) from the finished floor. These numbers don't change based on your

location — a bedroom in a rural acreage near Bragg Creek must meet the same life-safety standards as one in a

Calgary infill in Bridgeland.

The permitting process is where things diverge. In Calgary, you apply for a building permit through the City of

Calgary's planning department, and inspections are performed by the city's own Safety Codes Officers at specific

stages — typically a framing/rough-in inspection and a final inspection. Turnaround times in Calgary for permit

approval typically run 2 to 4 weeks, and inspection wait times vary seasonally. In rural Alberta, permits are issued

through your municipal district or county — for areas around Calgary, this means Rocky View County, Foothills

County, or Wheatland County, among others. Some rural municipalities contract their inspection services through

private accredited agencies rather than employing Safety Codes Officers directly, which can mean longer wait
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times for inspections, especially during busy summer months.

Soil conditions vary dramatically between Calgary proper and surrounding rural areas. Calgary's notorious

bentonite clay creates specific challenges for window well excavation and drainage, but rural properties may sit on

entirely different soil — glacial till, gravel deposits, or sandy loam that drains better but may require different window

well support structures. Properties on acreages with private wells and septic systems also need to ensure that

window well drainage doesn't interfere with septic fields or contaminate well water — a consideration that never

arises in Calgary's municipal system.

Contractor availability is another practical difference. Calgary has a deep pool of basement renovation

contractors experienced with egress window installation, keeping pricing competitive at $2,500 to $6,000 per

window. Rural properties outside Calgary often see higher pricing due to travel charges and the added complexity

of working on properties without easy access to suppliers. Some rural projects also require coordination with utility

locates for overhead power lines and buried services that may run differently than Calgary's standardized grid. For

both urban and rural projects, the Alberta Building Code is your baseline, and a Safety Codes Officer must inspect

the finished work. Find experienced basement professionals through the Calgary Construction Network to ensure

your project meets code regardless of location.

---

Looking for experienced contractors? The Calgary Construction Network connects homeowners with qualified

professionals:

Keystone Exteriors

WestAim Construction Ltd.

Durable Decks

Canadian Closet

The Original Workshop

View all contractors ?

Q24

What drainage is needed for egress window wells in Calgary?

Proper drainage in egress window wells is absolutely critical in Calgary — without it, spring snowmelt and

summer storms will flood the well, push water through the window, and cause catastrophic damage to your

finished basement. Calgary's unique combination of deep frost, bentonite clay soils, chinook-driven rapid melts,
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and position in Canada's hail belt makes window well drainage a non-negotiable component of any egress

installation.

The foundation of good window well drainage starts at the bottom of the well. A minimum of 12 inches of clean,

washed gravel (3/4-inch clear stone) should fill the base of the well, extending down to connect with your home's

weeping tile system. This gravel bed serves as a reservoir that captures water entering the well and channels it to

the weeping tiles, which carry it to your sump pit for pumping. If your home has original clay weeping tiles —

common in Calgary's 1960s-1980s suburban stock in neighbourhoods like Brentwood, Dalhousie, or Woodbine —

they may be clogged or collapsed after 40-60 years and unable to handle the additional water from a new window

well. Having your weeping tiles scoped with a camera before installing egress windows can prevent an expensive

surprise.

The well walls themselves should be corrugated galvanized steel or high-density polyethylene well liners, secured

to the foundation wall with masonry anchors. The well must extend at least 6 inches above finished grade to

prevent surface water from flowing in during heavy rains or rapid snowmelt. Calgary receives the majority of its

precipitation as snow, and when chinook winds trigger rapid melting over still-frozen ground in March and April,

enormous volumes of surface water flow across landscapes — if your well rim sits at grade level, that water pours

straight in.

A window well cover is essential in Calgary, though it must be designed for emergency removal from inside. Clear

polycarbonate covers keep snow, rain, leaves, and debris out of the well while allowing natural light into the

basement. Look for covers rated for Calgary's snow loads — cheap plastic covers crack under heavy wet spring

snow. The cover should be hinged or easily removable from inside the well to maintain the egress function. Budget

approximately $100 to $300 per cover depending on size and quality.

Backfill around the well should use granular material (gravel or sand), not the excavated clay soil. Calgary's

bentonite clay holds water like a sponge, and backfilling with clay creates a bowl that collects water and directs it

against your foundation. Lot grading around the well area should slope away from the foundation at a minimum 2%

grade for at least 2 metres to direct surface water away. This grading must be maintained — Calgary's freeze-

thaw cycles and settling can flatten your grade within a few years if not monitored. Browse basement renovation

contractors through the Calgary Construction Network directory to find professionals who understand Calgary's

specific drainage challenges.

---

Looking for experienced contractors? The Calgary Construction Network connects homeowners with qualified

professionals:

Amar Homes Inc
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Wise Abatement

Ardco Construction

Mike’s Restoration Service

Onsite Contracting and Electrical Services

View all contractors ?
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Q25

Do I need a permit for egress window installation in Calgary?

Yes, you absolutely need a building permit for egress window installation in Calgary — cutting an opening

in a foundation wall is a structural modification that requires City of Calgary approval and inspection by a

Safety Codes Officer. Skipping this permit is one of the most consequential shortcuts a homeowner can take, and

the City of Calgary actively enforces permit requirements for basement work.

The permit process for egress windows in Calgary involves submitting plans to the City of Calgary's planning and

development department showing the proposed window location, the structural support (steel lintel specifications),

the window dimensions, and the window well details. You'll need to demonstrate that the window meets Alberta

Building Code egress requirements: a minimum unobstructed opening of 3.77 square feet, minimum width of 15

inches, and maximum sill height of 39 inches from finished floor. Permit fees for egress window installation are

typically $200 to $500 depending on the scope, and approval timelines run approximately 2 to 4 weeks.

Once the permit is issued, the work must be inspected at specific stages. A framing inspection verifies that the

structural lintel is properly sized and installed, and a final inspection confirms the window, well, and drainage meet

code. These inspections are performed by Safety Codes Officers accredited through the Safety Codes Council. If

an inspection fails, the contractor must correct the deficiency and schedule a re-inspection before proceeding.

The consequences of skipping the permit are substantial. If the City of Calgary discovers unpermitted structural

work — through a neighbour complaint, during a future renovation permit application, or when you sell your home

— they can issue a stop-work order and require you to either obtain a retroactive permit (which means exposing

finished work for inspection) or remove the non-compliant work entirely. Unpermitted egress windows also create

problems at sale: the buyer's lawyer will check permit records, and unpermitted structural modifications can derail a

transaction or require significant price reductions. Your home insurance may also exclude coverage for damage

related to unpermitted work.

If you're doing the egress installation as part of a larger basement development, the egress window work will

typically be included in the overall basement development permit rather than requiring a separate application. Your

contractor should handle the permit application as part of their scope — any contractor who suggests skipping

permits should be avoided. The permit cost of a few hundred dollars is trivial compared to the $2,500 to $6,000

total cost of a properly installed egress window. Need help finding a basement contractor? Calgary Basement

Remodeling can match you with local professionals for free through the Calgary Construction Network.

---

Calgary Basement Remodeling — calgarybasementremodeling.com — Generated October 4, 2026



Looking for experienced contractors? The Calgary Construction Network connects homeowners with qualified

professionals:

Makki Abatement

Bracha Concrete & Coatings Inc.

Quality count construction Ltd.

Onsite Contracting and Electrical Services

Besademolition

View all contractors ?

Q26

How much does an egress window with well and cover cost in Calgary?

A complete egress window installation in Calgary — including the window unit, window well, cover, and

professional installation — typically costs between $2,500 and $6,000 per window. The wide range reflects

differences in foundation type, window quality, well size, and whether your home already has a rough opening or

requires a new cut through the foundation wall.

Here's how those costs break down in the current Calgary market. The egress window unit itself runs $400 to

$1,200 depending on whether you choose double-pane or triple-pane glass, vinyl or fibreglass frame, and

casement versus sliding style. Triple-pane with Low-E coatings and argon fill is the recommended choice for

Calgary's Climate Zone 7A, adding roughly $200-$400 over a basic double-pane unit but delivering meaningful

energy savings when winter temperatures hit -30 degrees Celsius. The window well — typically a corrugated

galvanized steel or HDPE liner — costs $150 to $400 depending on diameter and depth. A clear polycarbonate

cover adds $100 to $300 and is essential in Calgary to keep snow, debris, and hail out of the well while

maintaining emergency exit capability.

The labour component is where the biggest cost variation occurs. If your home already has an appropriately sized

opening in the foundation (common in newer Calgary suburbs like Cranston, Evanston, or Mahogany where

builders often include rough openings), installation runs $800 to $1,500 including the well excavation, gravel

drainage base, and fitting. If a new opening must be cut through the foundation wall — necessary in most pre-

2000 Calgary homes — the concrete cutting, structural steel lintel installation, and engineering add $1,500 to

$3,500 to the project. Homes with concrete block foundations cost more to cut than poured concrete due to the risk

of cracking.
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Additional costs to budget for include the building permit ($200 to $500), gravel backfill and drainage connection

to your weeping tile system ($200 to $500), and lot grading corrections around the well ($200 to $400 if needed). If

your home has bentonite clay soil — common throughout Calgary's NW and NE quadrants — the excavation and

backfill may cost more because the clay must be replaced with granular material to prevent water pooling.

For homeowners installing multiple egress windows as part of a full basement development, contractors typically

offer per-unit pricing that decreases with volume. Two or three windows installed during the same project might run

$2,000 to $4,500 each rather than the higher end of the single-window range, since the contractor mobilizes

equipment only once. This is one of many reasons to plan egress windows as part of your overall basement

development rather than as a standalone retrofit. Get matched with basement renovation contractors through

Calgary Basement Remodeling for free estimates on your egress window project.

---

Looking for experienced contractors? The Calgary Construction Network connects homeowners with qualified

professionals:

Quality count construction Ltd.

Mike’s Restoration Service

Wise Abatement

Makki Abatement

Onsite Contracting and Electrical Services

View all contractors ?

Q27

How much does it cost to cut a new egress window into a Calgary foundation?

Cutting a new egress window opening into an existing Calgary foundation typically costs between $1,500

and $3,500 for the concrete cutting and structural lintel installation alone, with the total installed cost

including the window, well, cover, and drainage ranging from $2,500 to $6,000 per window. This is the most

labour-intensive part of an egress installation and requires specialized concrete cutting equipment, structural

engineering, and a building permit with inspection by a Safety Codes Officer.

The concrete cutting itself is done with a diamond-blade wall saw that cuts precise lines through the foundation

wall — typically 8 inches of poured concrete in most Calgary homes built from the 1960s onward. The cut section is
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removed in pieces (a concrete slab this size weighs several hundred pounds), and the opening edges are cleaned

and prepped. Cutting through concrete block foundations, found in some older Calgary inner-city homes in areas

like Inglewood, Ramsay, or Bridgeland, requires more careful work because the blocks can crack unpredictably,

and the cost may be $500 to $1,000 higher than a poured concrete cut.

The structural steel lintel installed above the opening is a critical component that carries the load previously

supported by the removed concrete. A qualified contractor will have an engineer specify the lintel size — typically a

4-inch or 6-inch galvanized steel angle iron spanning the opening with adequate bearing on each side. The lintel

must be properly anchored into the remaining foundation wall using epoxy-set anchor bolts. This engineering and

installation adds $500 to $1,200 to the project depending on the span width and the engineer's involvement.

Calgary-specific factors affect the cost of foundation cuts. Homes in areas with bentonite clay soils require more

careful excavation on the exterior, and the clay must be replaced with granular backfill around the window well —

adding $200 to $500 in material and labour. Calgary's deep frost line (exceeding 1.2 metres) means the window

well must be designed to handle significant freeze-thaw stress, particularly during chinook events when

temperatures swing 20-30 degrees in hours. Foundation walls that already show stress cracks from years of

chinook cycling need assessment before cutting — additional cracks near the proposed opening may require epoxy

injection at $250 to $700 per crack before the cut can proceed safely.

The building permit for a foundation cut runs $200 to $500, and the inspection process ensures the lintel is properly

sized and installed before the opening is closed up with the window. Any contractor quoting this work without

mentioning permits and engineering should raise a red flag. WCB Alberta coverage is also essential — cutting

through a foundation wall involves heavy equipment and significant physical risk, and if an uninsured worker is

injured on your property, you could face liability. Find experienced basement renovation contractors through the

Calgary Construction Network directory to get competitive quotes from professionals who handle the engineering,

permits, and inspections as part of their scope.

---

Looking for experienced contractors? The Calgary Construction Network connects homeowners with qualified

professionals:

UR COWRY CABINETS

The Original Workshop

Onsite Contracting and Electrical Services

Besademolition

Upper Cut Landscaping LTD

View all contractors ?
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Disclaimer: This guide is provided for informational purposes only by Calgary Basement Remodeling. It does not constitute

professional advice. Always consult qualified, licensed contractors and your local building authority before starting any basement

renovation project. Information is current as of October 4, 2026 and may change. Visit calgarybasementremodeling.com for

the latest answers.
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